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SELECT EPISTLES—NO. I. 


[The Editor being privileged with access to 
various archives not otherwise accessible, pro- 
poses to lay before the readers of the Review 
occasional selections from cherished manu- 
scripts. No particular method as to dates or 
connection will be observed. To those who 
remember the venerable Sage of Oxmead, 

‘* With liberal mind above unkind mistrust, 

The Christian, Patriarch, Gentleman and Friend,’’ 
a few traces from his pen will be welcome. 
Those who remember him not, though the 
perfections of his character can scarcely be 
pictured to them, will read his letters with 
interest. ] 


John Cox to Joseph John Gurney. 
PuiLapetpuia, 6th mo. llth, 1838. 
My dear friend,—Since my arrival in this 
wilderness of houses on the 7th, I have re- 
ceived a letter from my bite correspondent 
at Ipswich [Ann Alexander] from which I 
am disposed to furnish thee with such extracts 
as I conclude will be interesting, and which I 
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am desirous of forwarding in time to meet 
thee during thy tarriance at Newport. It is 
dated the 4th of last month, and after men- 
tioning the receipt of my letter which con- 
tained the information of thy first visit to 
Oxmead, she proceeds : 

‘*His brother Samuel Gurney and my old friend 
Elizabeth Fry, called here lately on their way to 
Lowestoft, Earlham and Lynn.’’ [Here follows an 
uccount of the illness of a dear Friend.] ‘‘Ourdear 
Friend Stephen Grellet will participate in all this. 
We have had a further deep call upon our sympa- 
thies during the last nine days. Our cousin Samuel 
Alexander, of Goldwood, has been for some weeks 
in a faltering state of health. In his recent journey 
to London, on business, he consulted a physician 
and was detained. One of his daughters went to 
him there, and on their return the tall, portly man 
denoted by his walk the abatement of bodily energy. 
On Fourth-day week he wentto Woodbridge, but this 
was his last ride. Returning in the evening and 
attempting to raise his enfeebled limbs om a couch, 
he found his strength too much gone to effect his 
wish, unaided. He made aremark denoting his 
sense of the case, and a physician was sent for. He 
was supported to his bed, and continued to sink till 
one o’clock yesterday, when he quietly passed away 
from all his earthly sorrows. Two days before, he 
desired his children to gather around bim. It was 
a most affecting and touching farewell. He could 
express but little; that little was ooe : 
counselling all those around him.”’ . . 


Commending thee to the care of the Good 
Shepherd for protection and guidance,—to 
Him who puts forth His own and goes before 
them,—lI am thy affectionate friend, 

Joun Cox. 

P.S.—Accept this effort to gratify thee 
with intelligence from home, dear home, and 
make all due allowances for age and infirmi- 
ties, 

From the same to the same. 
Oxmeap, 7th mo. 25th, 1838. 

My dear friend,—Apologies for neglect 
among letter-writers are generally awkward 
and superfluous, though sometimes, perhaps, 
courteous and proper. When I assure thee 
that thy address of the 14th ult., from New- 
port, was truly acceptable, and that the re- 
ception of it being so long unacknowledged 
has been principally from the oppressive 
heat of the season, so affecting my eyes as to 
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forbid the use of the pen, (excepting an oc- 
casional short script for necessary purposes, ) 
I feel sure of being acquitted. I have seldom, 
however, been confined a whole day, either by 
the heat or any other cause, but have em-| 
braced the coolness of the mornings for a ride, 
and in the afternoons find retirement and | 
shade essential to my comfort. A late change | 
in the air is very refreshing, and somewhat | 
invigorating even to my feeble frame, and re- 
lieving to my eyes. [J//ere follow extracts from | 
English le‘ters—so desirous was this aged | 


dis se'ple to cheer upon his pilgrim way the | i 


humble-minded but great-hearted brother, whose 
Christian noblenese he well appreciated, } 

Of the doings of the Yearly Meeting in 
London, always important and interesting to 
ine, thou art, doubtless, in possession of ample 
information, Several Friends were in atten- 
dance whose services in this country I hold 


in near and affectionate remembrance, and | 


am glad of the information that they are yet 
among the living in Israel,—Ann Jones, 
Hannah C. Backhouse, Elizabeth Robson, 
&c. KR. D. Alexander’s report of one of the 
public meetings at Devonshire House, put 
me in mind of the outpouring on the day of 
Pentecost. Our friend Stephen Grellet, from 


a severe attack, has been confined more than | 
three weeks, of which, he told me when call- 
ing to see him on First: day last, he had in- 


formed thee. On that day I heard of thy 
having commenced a visit to the families of| 
Friendssat Lynn. I suppose, therefore, it is 
among the many probable circumstances, that 
this letter may come into thy hands at that 
busy place, where, I hope, many an honest 
and industrious cordwainer, and others also, | 
may be strengthened and comforted by thy 
gospel labors. My own experience in this 
line of service has been much limited, yet 


sufficient to warrant the conclusion that it is | 


of a character peculiarly exercising to all 
who are rightly engaged in it. “In deaths 
oft.” Yet, on a retrospect of similar engage- 
ments, and of Divine support through them, 
thou mayest surely set up thy Ebenezer and 
say: “Hitherto hath the Lord helped me.” 
(28th.) Ihave delayed despatching this 
sheet, indulging a hope, day after day, of re- 
ceiving further intelligence from Ipswich. 
Thus delaying, I think thou wilt fail of re- 
ceiving this sheet, until thy baptisms unto | 
death, while wading through a visit to 130 
families, shall have passe daw ay. Well— 
even if it be so, the expression of sympathy 
which the writer has felt for a fellow pilgrim, 
separated from a numerous train of near and | 
dear friends and family connections, will not} 
be unseasonable. Our feeble Friend Stephen 
Grellet attended our meeting on the 26th, the 
first time since his late confinement, and ap- 
peared considerably exhausted after a short 


- 


| sitting. He will not be likely to gain a thech 
‘strength until a more cool and temperate 
season shall admit of frequent exercise in a 
carriage. Short as the distance is, he rode 
to and from the Meeting house. What a 
contrast to your hazy, breezy midsummer! 
I took up @ volume on one of our very warm 
days, entitled, “Sketches of Society in Great 
Britain and Ireland,” in which was a letter 
dated about the middle of 7th month, when 
the travellers were pursuing their journeys in 
the North of Englend “comfortably wrapt 
in their cloaks.” 
| I suppose thou hast heard that our valuable 
Friend Abigail Barker is added to the list of 
| solitary widows. She is in poor health, and 
'a disease in one of her eyes, long painful at 
/times, so as to awaken distressing anticipa- 
tions, is lately ascertained to be a cataract, 
| which I hope may be removed. On convers- 
ing with her a few minutes after meeting, 
she seemed to decline submitting to a surgical 
operation on the diseased eye, while the other 
continues well as it now is—which I approve. 
On my informing her that 1 was writing to 
| thee, she desired me to say that she had re- 
ceived thy letter, and to add her Jove. 5, 
'Grellet was also with us at meeting. His 
| sonorous voice gave no indication of debility, 

In this part of the country the drought is 
severe, and the heat during the past ~ week 
very oppressive. In this airy situation, it 
| has not amounted to suffering with me. Thou 
knowest there are good habits and bad habits; 
and amid what are called the ills of life, the 
best way to hush the voice of murmuring, is 
to be fixed in the habit of numbering our 
| blessings—and he that can make this calcu- 
lation with accuracy, must be a better arith- 
metician than thy feeble correspondent. I 
| know thou wilt like to hear of my comforts, 
therefore | report—that through the “long, 
long course of sultry hours,” day after day, 
I have been cheered with the company, the 
emiles and chat of my grand-children, emerg- 
ing by turns from the sultry city ; most of 
‘the boys having been at the watering places 
for sea-bathing—their father lately returned 
from one of these places, (Long Branch on 
the Jersey coast, not far dist tant from New 
York,) their mother most of the time here. 

I suppose thou art soon to commence a 
family visit in another portion of the vine 
yard. For thy safe guidance, and renewal of 
strength, under covert of the aJl-protecting 
wing, thou will be accompanied by the best 
| desires (and perhaps prayers when access to 
the unfailing source shall be granted,) of thy 
| affectionate friend, Joun Cox. 

eeeectnen store 

Repentance without debenGikient't is like con- 
ttdunk paakpiine without mending the leak.— 
Geo. Dil/wyn. 
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REPORT OF THE BIBLE ASSOCIATION OF 
FRIENDS IN AMERICA. 


month 31, 1867, and Minth month 30, 1868, | 
there were issued from the Depository, two 
thousand five hundred and five Bibles, two 
thousand five hundred and ninety-five Testa- 
ments, and three thousand one hundred and 
eighty-five Testaments and Psalms, makinga 






eighty-five volumes. Seven hundred and fiftv- 
one Bibles, seven hundred and seventy-one 
Testaments, and eight hundred and ninety- 
one Testaments and Psalms, were sold to 
Auxiliary or other Bible Associations of 
Friends. The sales to booksellers and sub- 
scribers consisted of eight hundred and eleven 
Bibles, seven hundred and forty-nine Testa- 
ments, and one thousand six hundred and 













nations have included nine hundred and 





































thirty-four Bibles, one thousand and seventy- 
eight ‘Testaments, and six hundred and forty- 

nine Testaments and Psalms. A part of the 
: donations have, as in former years, been fur- 
| nished to Auxiliaries and individuals for 
. gratuitous distribution or sale, at full or re- 
‘ duced prices, at their discretion 3 the proceeds 
. of such sales to be remitted to this Associa- 
. tion. 

k 

P: sales, and 1000 Psalms for the large Testa- 
8; 

! term, 

. _ Our stock on hand on the Ist instant, con- 
. sisted of bound volumes aS follows : Refer- 
i. ence Bibles 136, Medium do. 19, School do. 
h- 189, Testaments and Psalms 347, and Testa- 
I ments 673. In sheets, 700 Reference Bibles, 
Po 800 School do., 600 Testaments and Psalms, 
sat and 1650 Testaments. 

. The Treasurer’s account with a statement 
he of the receipts and disbursements is herewith 

submitted; on the 1st instant there was a 

7. balance of $2,525.64 in his hands due the 
va Association. eonie 4 

ned Though the number of Auxiliaries in con- 
- nection with our Association has been much 
ae reduced, valuable aid is still rendered by some 
. of them in carrying out its benevolent objects. 
a . It is gratifying ‘to be able to state that through 
oi the instrumentality of Friends’ Association of 
lof Philadelphia for the Relief of Colored Freed. 
ting men, & large portion of the Bibles and Testa- 
hest ments taken from our Depository since last 
ap report, have been employed in supplying the 
hy wants of that class of persons. The number 
"i of poor and destitute is, however, so large 
Y that there will be room for all that can be 
-_ spared from otlier demands for a long time to 
as come. It is not among the colored people 
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twenty Testaments and Psalms, and the do-' 


alone that aid is needed, for many of the’ 
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white inhabitants of the Southern States are 





[equally without the Holy Scriptures, and 
The Managers report that between Third | alike poor and destitute. 


The share in Scripture distribution taken 
by our Association has not hitherto been 
large, not so large as we may hope it will be 
in future years, yet we may rest assured it is 
a good work, having for its tendency the pro- 


|motion of the Kingdom of our Blessed Re- 
total of eiyht thousand two hundred and 


deemer. 

Soon after the commencement of the pres- 
ent century, organized and systematic efforts 
were commenced in Great Britain and in the 
United States for the more general diffusion 
of the Holy Scriptures; these efforts have 
been continued until thistime with constantly 
increasing diligence and success. It may be 
interesting and encouraging to advert br iefty 
to the operations of the two most prominent 
of these Associations. First in order is the 
“British and Foreign Bible Society,” which 


‘recently published its sixty-fourth Annual 


Report. The total issues of the Society have 
now amounted to 52,669,089 copies, which 
have been sent to almost every part of the 
world. The issues of the last year at home 
and abroad, were 2,383,380 copies, of which 
989,404 were for foreign lands. The receipts 
of the year amounted to £187,508 17s. 7d. 
The Society publishes the Bible in al! the 


One thousand Reference Bibles, 1500 School | | various languages and dialects of Europe, and 
Bibles, 4000 Testaments, 750 Testaments and in many of those spoken by the inhabitants 


of Asia, Africa, and other parts of the world. 


ment have been printed during the same} At the time of the Paris Exhibition of last 


year, the numerous versions of the Society 


| were exhibited in the midst of that great col- 


lection of the works of art and industry. On 
two handsome revolving stands occupying a 
prominent position in the great thoroughfare, 
the Bible with open page was to be seen in 178 
different languages. These various transla- 


itions of the Holy Scriptures represent an 





amount of patient toil and genius, exerted 
for a worthy object, which it is very difficult 
rightly to estimate, including as they do, the 
life-long labors of many zealous and devoted 
men, from the days of the early Church, down 
to the present time. 

On the occasion referred to, an immense 
concourse of people drawn from all quarters 
of the civilized world assembled in Paris, and 
an opportunity was thus afforded, such as 
seldom presents, for piacing the Sacred Ree- 
ords in the hands of those who were strangers 
to them. In order to effect this object, a 
Depot was opened by the Agent of the Society 
on the grounds of the Exhibition, with a large 
stock of the Holy Scriptures in about thirty 
languages, while ‘the walls were covered with 
striking texts in English, French, German, 
Italian, and Spanish. These texts were a 
source of interest and attraction to many 
persons who entered the Depot, going all round 
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and reading them, and this in numerous cases 
induced the visitors to purchase the volume 
from which they were taken. 

At first the demand was comparatively 
small, for the vast majority of the people 
knew little or nothing of the Bible, but day 
by day it increased ; so that though the first 
week only 241 copies were issued, the last 
week above 22,000 went forth from the Depot. 


The purchasers were mostly of the humble| 


and working classes, and whenit is considered 
that those who were thus offering the Scrip- 
tures had come into a Catholic country to 
distribute books which their priests teach the 
ae are heretical, their civility and good 
vehavior were very remarkable. The more 
bigoted of the priests could not indeed re- 
frain from showing their displeasure, and 
some of them occasionally came into the 


Depot and tried to excite prejudice in the} 
“They always, however,” says the| 
Agent, “seemed to do good service, for as| 


people. 


soon as a priest entered and commenced a 


discussion, the Depot at once filled, and| 


strange to say, the people scarcely ever mani- 


fested any sympathy with the clerical dispu- | 


tants.” The Depot was, on the other hand, 


visited by a number of priests who appeared | 


to be enlightened, liberal-minded men, and 
who purchased the inspired volume, or re- 
ceived it with evident satisfaction. Priests 


of this class were also disposed to encourage 
the general circulation and reading of the| 
Bible. 

Since the British and Foreign Bible Society 
have been permitted to distribute the Scrip-| 
tures in France, a period of thirty-five years, 
they have succeeded in putting 3,821,805 


copies into circulation in that land. 


In Bel- 


gium, the Brussels Ageney has distributed | even 


321,248 copies. In Holland, the distribution 
in twenty-four years has amounted to 672,304 


copies, and in Germany, in twenty-one years, | 
The Society began to| 


to 1,579,878 copies. 
circulate the Holy Scriptures in Austria in 
1851, but in the following year its Agent was 


was renewed in 1853, and has been continued 
uninterruptedly ever since, until the total 
distribution has amounted to 1,844,409 copies, 
consisting of 578,687 Bibles, 1,083,311 Testa- 
ments, and 182,406 portions of the Holy 
Scriptures. A very large part of the distri- 
bution has been to members of the Roman 


Ca'holic Church, and to the knowledge of 


Se ipture truths, thus acquired, may, not im- 
prolably, be attributed in great measure the 
groWing disinclination in Austria to submit 
blindly to the mandates of the Romish Church. 


‘throughout Italy, except in the Roman terri-| 


tory, the Scriptures may now be procured by 
those who are willing to purchase them. Un- 
happily the great mass of the people are 


FRIENDS’ 


‘inhabitants of India. 
banished, and the work nearly suspended. It | 
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| unable to read, and still too much under the 
‘influence of a corrupt priesthood, who en- 
'deavor to continue their mental bondage. 

| The Society has Depots for the sale and 
‘distribution of the Scriptures in every part of 
| Europe, except Spain, and many have also 
been established in Turkey, India, China, 
Japan, Australia, New Zealand, Madagascar, 
East and West Africa, and other places. 
Few accessible localities have in fact escaped 
the care of its zealous and indefatigable 
|Agents. Colporteurs are employed in con- 
|nection with the Depots, and by their means 
ithe chief part of the distribution is effected. 
| They often make long journeys in the several 
districts assigned to them, visiting the inhabi- 
tants in their abodes, and explaining to them 
the nature of the books they carry. The 
Sacred Scriptures are now rarely given away 
by the Colporteurs, experience having shown 
that Bibles and Testaments thus obtained, 
were, for the most part, little valued by the 
recipients. 

A very interesting portion of the volumi- 
nous annual reports of the British and For- 
eign Bible Society consists of extracts from 
the narrations of the simple-hearted and 
earnest men who perform the duties of Col- 
porteurs in Catholic countries, and in Mo- 
hammedan and Pagan lands. They are often 
obliged to contend with much opposition and 
persecution, but they mostly persevere pa- 
tiently in their philanthropic labors in spite 
of the ridicule, contempt and aversion of 
many of the people they visit. In Moham- 
medan countries the stern faith of the false 


| Prophet causes the people in general to reject 


every invitation to make themselves ac- 
quainted with the Christian religion; but 
here a few are found who consent to 
listen or to read, and on whom the declara- 
tions of truth contained in the inspired writ- 
ings appear to have made abiding impressions. 
Much labor has been expended in bringing 
the Sacred Scriptures to the knowledge of the 
Colporteurs traverse 
the country in various directions, the aim 
being, if possible, to leave no quarter unvisited. 
As the Hindoos, with comparatively few ex- 
ceptions, still cling to their ancient super- 
stitions, it is not found that many of them are 
disposed to purchase. Light appears, how- 
ever, to be gradually dawning on this be- 
nighted region. One of the Society’s Agents 
remarks: “ During the last six months my 
|Colporteur has visited nearly every large 
town and village in the Luckimpore and See- 
tapore districts, and has succeeded in selling 
twenty-one entire copies of the New Testa- 
ment and eighty-eight portions thereof. It 
must, however, be remembered, that these 
have been sold to Hindoos and Mohammedans 
‘in a country where readers are comparatively 
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few, and where books, until rec souls, were | Christian pablie to » femnish he means for con- 
distributed gratuitously to all who would take | summating the undertaking. 
them. My Colporteur reports that he is| Though it be true that the all-important 
generally received kindly, and frequently in- | work of the soul’s regeneration and prepara- 
vited to sit down and tell the people something | tion for a state of never ending felicity cannot 
about the Christian religion. There appears | be wrought out merely by an acquaintance 
to be a growing opinion that Christianity | with the inspired records, and an intellectual 
must ultimately prevail in this country, and| belief in the sacred truths they proclaim, 
many wish to know something more “about | they are still greatly to be prized as an in- 
. | valuable record of all things most surely be- 
Next in importance and in the extent of its| lieved by the faithful followers of Christ. It 
operations is the American Bible Society, in- | |is God alone, through the immediate opera- 
stituted in the year 1816, and which has pub- | | tion of his Spirit, who gives true and saving 
lished its fifty-second Annual Report. Its| faith in the Holy Redeemer, our ever-liviny 
issues during the prec eding year amounted to | Advocate, and the Author of eternal salva- 
1,257,960 volumes, and since its establish-| tion to all them that obey Him. It is, how- 
ment, to 22,657,926 volumes. The receipts|ever, the testimony of the Apostle that the 
of the fifty-second year, received for the sale| Holy Scriptures, having been given by inspi- 
of books, donations, &c., amounted to $723,-| ration of God, are profitable for doctrine, for 
106. The Society’s publications embrace | |reproof, for correction, for instruction in 
English Bibles in yreat variety of type and righteousness, that the man of God may be 
form, besides which it prints the Holy Scrip-| perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good 
tures in the German, Dutch, Spanish, French, | works; and that they are able to make wise 
Welsh, Arabic, Armenian, Syrian, Slavic, | unto salvation through faith, which 
and Bulgarian languages, as well as in some | Christ Jesus. 
of those ‘spoken by the people of Africa, and| Such being the character of the Scriptures 
the Choctaw and Cherokee Indians in our own | of Truth, we must rejoice that they are every 
country. ‘year becoming more widely disseminated 
Its principal distribution has from the first|among the various classes and families of 
een among the great and rapidly growing | mankind. 
population of the United States, and it has} Signed on behalf and by direction of the 
twice attempted to supply the whole of the| Managers. Wurtviam Bertce, Secretary. 


is in 


inhabitants with the Holy Scriptures. It a 
would, therefore, naturally be supposed that | FER SEE, Parsee. 
there could be no serious destitution now re-| I was riding in a stage-coach in Massachu- 


maining; but wherever careful investigation | setts. It was full of passengers. There was 
is made, it is found that this is far from being|one man whom the others called Colonel. 
the case. Besides the millions of recently | He talked a great deal about expending fifty 
liberated slaves, and the great numbers of) millions of dollars to put the country into a 
poor and uninstructed whites in the Southern | state of defence. “It would be a happy thing,” 
part of our country, multitudes of others are | I said, “just what the nation needs ; for it is in 
found to be unsupplied. | great danger, and ought to be put in a state 

Bibles are perishable, they wear out and | of defence.” “I hope,” said he, “Congress 
are destroyed by casualties. New families| will appropriate all the surplus revenue for 
are constantly springing up in which from | that purpose.” “So doI,” I replied. He began 
poverty or indifference no care is taken to | to think I was on his side, and to make quite 
provide this inestimable book, and emigrants | free with me. “ But,” said I, “ we may differ as 
arrive here in vast numbers who do not bring | to the dest way of putting the nation into a 
it with them. It should also be remembered | state of defence. How would you do it?” 
that the professed spiritual instructors of a|“ Why,” said he, “there is but one way.” 
large religious denomination discourage the |“ What is that?’ I asked. “To build forts 
general circulation and reading of the Holy | and fortifications,” said the Colonel, “ ali 
Scriptures. From these combined causes along our sea-coast and on our frontiers, t> 
there is doubtless at the present moment a| build more ships of war, to increase the army 
very great need to be supplied, and the|and navy, to fill the nation with implements 
American Bible Society proposes for the third | of war, and i improve the military system.” “TI 
time to endeavor to piace the Scriptures thought we should differ,” said I. “Now, I 
within the reach of all persons in this country | believe every gun and sword, every fort and 
who are capable of reading them. To effect|ship of war, and every soldier, only adds to 
this important object, much time, labor, and | our danger. These are the very things that 
expense will be required, and the Society ap-| portend our ruin. We have too many of them 
peals to its numerous and efficient Auxiliaries | already. If we had not one we should be 
to employ and direct the labor,and to the'safer.” “How, then,” he asked, “ would you 
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put the nation in a posture of defence?” “TI} 
would use the money to make all the people} 
love their enemies, and be willing to die| 
rather than kill them; to make all the world | 
feel that we loved them, and that we had no 
means or disposition to hurt them in any| 
way. Then we should be in a posture of de- 
fence. -The people would all be armed with 
a power befure which no nation could stand. | 
No nation would desire to invade us. No| 
nation cow/d do it. Would not this place the | 
nation in a better posture of defence than 
forts, armies and navies?” He confessed that 
it would, if the whole nation would adopt the | 
method. 

“ If the whole nation would.” There’s the 
rub: but if they will not, what shall be done? 
Continue the present suicidal policy? Of 
course they will until they shall learn and| 
put in practice the wiser, safer policy of 
peace. Whenever any nation shall do so, 
they will find it as effective as that of Wil-| 
liam Penn, which secured perfect peace with 
our most warlike Indians, just as long as it was 
continued in good faith. The only question 
is whether nations professedly Christian can 
he trained to treat each other in this way. 
We fully believe they can be, and sooner or 
later will be. But how? Never by the kind 
of training taught or tolerated for the most 
part in Christendom during the last fifteen 





centuries.—From a Mennonite Paper. 
andi 
ASSAULTS UPON TRUTH. 
(C ntinuved frora page ‘ 6°.) 

The so-called philosophical assaults need 
not detain us long. With Rationalism, Ma- 
terialism, Pantheism, in a word with pseudo- 
metaphysics, we need not entangle ourselves. 
Over and over again they have been tri- 
umphantly refuted and put to open shame. 
Thev profess to commence with nothing, and 
in absolute nothing they surely end. We 
leave them to tread while they will the soul- 
wearying round of their “eternal circle,”— 
unsatisfying and unsatisfied,—refusing tc ree- 
ognize and unable to respond to even the! 
feeblest, childlike cry of the human soul. 

A self'styled Positivism alone remains un- 
der this head; making its proud claim to re- 
gard outward fact only, and excluding as} 
something apart from this,—and therefore as | 
non-existent,—* conscience, the sense of the | 
Divine, and the inextinguishable thirst after | 
moral and religious truth.” To this rash in- 
truder it is sufficient to reply, you are the 
type of inconsistency: there is no fact more 
positive than the religious sentiment. In the| 
words of Guizot: 


“You may interrogate the human race in 


| Work. 





all times and in all places, in all states of 
society and in all grades of civilization, and | 
you will find man everywhere and always! 
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believing spontaneously in facts and causes be- 
yond this sensible world, this living mechan- 
ism called nature.”* Says another eminent 
Frenchman: 

“ Positivists, men of the outward fact, here 
is a positive fact, which, of all the rest, has 
exercised the weightiest influence on the des- 
tinies of our race: here is a fact universal and 
incontestable, appreciable not only in the in- 
dividual, but in the race, and you take no 
account of it. . . . . Strange positivism 
that, which gives no place in science to the 
human yearning which has worked most 
mightily on history, and has troubled and 
agitated the race to its depths,—not like a 
passing breath which swells the waves, but 
like that mysterious law which day by day 
heaves the whole heart of the ocean. Posi- 
tivism rejects supernatural and divine order 
on the pretext that it is without the world, 
and, behold, this supernatural order invades 
the world itself—at least by the passionate 
longings which it excites, and thus asserts its 
right to be placed in the category of appreci- 
able facts to be verified and explained. The 
[professed] school of fact thus shows unfaith- 
ful to itself, and it is not needful, in order to 
establish its insufficiency, to invoke the rights 
of soul and conscience which it ignores: it is 
enough to prove to positivism that it sets 
aside the positive facts which fetter it, and 
thus is untrue to its own method.” + 

The opposition to Christian truth made in 
the name of history presents itself under the 
two phasds of explanation and criticism. We 
find them united in Strauss, but there is no 
necessary connection, and they should be con- 
sidered apart. Moreover, it is not against men we 
write, but against ideas, and the names of the 
former are used only so far as they become 
useful to make clear or identify. This wise 
historical explanation, then, sets aside the 
claim of Christianity to be a “Divine work,” 
an original revelation, a “ supernatural crea- 
tion,” —maintains that it was “ born of the an- 
cient world, that it is the product of its vari- 
ous elements, and, as it were, the confluence 
of its streams, so that it can be explained by 
the simple concurrence or combination of 
natural causes.”{ With self-satisfied com- 


+ 
placency it most generously grants that much 





* Op. Cit., Ist series. 1864. 

t Jesus Christ, His Times, His Life, and His 
E. de Pressensé, 1866. Harwood’s Trans- 
lation. pp. 12-13. 

t De Pressensé, Op. Cit. p. 37. 

The preparation of the nations to receive the Gos- 
pel, and ofmeans to facilitate its rapid extension, — 
such as the spread of the Greek language through 
the conquests of Alexander, the ys olitical condensa- 
tions of the Roman Empire, &c., are among the 
most striking and manifest markings of the finger 
of God in history: but with these this monstrous 
doctrine has nothing in common. 
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of the teaching of Christ was far beyond all | 


that was before Him, “ but maintains that it 
wasa natural growth, the product of the age, its 
cultivation, its inherited beliefs.” This pain- 
ful idea might be left with the statement of 


it, but that we meet it often lurking in the) 


minds of men, and revealing itself in various 


forms in the literature of the day. Its most} 


open advocates are Germans named Keim 
and Hilgenfeld. The former published in 
1865 a work entitled, “ The Historical Christ.” 


“He seeks,"—I quote from the Quarterly | 


Review,“ in three different directions for 
the outward influences that were likely to act 


cies of the Old Testament, in the existing re- 


ligious parties, [particularly the Pharisees,]| 


and in the contact with John the Baptist. | 
But none of these, nor any combination of 


them, formed the unique character we are 
studying, or supplied the doctrine which so 


many listeners recognized as higher than hu-| 


man.” It is a temptation to ‘stop and de- 


molish in detail this baseless fabric, but with | 


a few words we must pass on. Was He who 
taughtas “One having authority,’”—who used 
the Law as Oue who had made it,—who gave 


to the “ apparent contradiction of the glories | 


and safferings of Messiah a solution which no 


one of that generation could have prompted,” | 


who for the all-prevalent idea of a political 
leader and powerful earthly deliverer substi- 
tuted the reality of the “Man of Sorrows,” 
‘acquainted with grief,’—who in His very 
childhood disputed with the doctors in the 
temple,—was He the result of Rabbinical 
teaching? Was He who declared, “ Except 
your righteousness shall exceed the righteous- 


ness of the Scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in | 


no case enter into the kingdom of Heaven,” 
—was this Man the child of Pharisaical tra- 
dition? Are the words, “ He that is least in 
the kingdom of Heaven is greater than he,” 
the words of a disciple of f 

Yet men there are who believe it. 

Did space permit we might find great in- 
terest in a historical glance at ancient pagan- 
ism, and the true relation of Jesus Christ to 
the religions of the past; we might dwell 
upon the beliefs of the Old Testament,—upon 
Judaism in its glory, and again its decline 
and corruption under the Persians, under the 
Greeks, under the Roman Empire; we might 


ohn the Baptist ? | 


trace in detail the course and character of | 


Grecian philosophy up to the day of our 
Saviour’s birth, and view the curious results 
of its mingling with Israelitish doctrine,—the 
contact of Moses and Plato,—in the schools 
of Alexandria. And when we had done all 
this, and should come at length to contem- 
plate the character and doctrine of Jesus, we 
should find between this and all that had 
preceded it an infinite distance which God 


|to the pagan world. . . . 
upon the character of Jesus; in the prophe-| 


|they pass. . . . 





alone could fill, All that had gone before 
was @ preparation merely, and not an active 
cause; a preparation for the last and crown- 
ing act of God’s mercy,—a completion of the 
“fulness of time.” And over the whole in- 
habited world there seemed to be a vague 


| consciousness of this ;—that the “ time was at 


hand.” 

“Men’s souls were stirred by strange pre- 
sentiments. The voice of ancient 
prophets was not drowned in that of doctors 
of Pharisaic tradition. . . . . The tre- 
mor of expectation was communicated even 
As the prox- 
imity of an unknown land is ascertained by 
breezes which have swept across it, so was 
there mingling with the atmosphere of the 
times a breath from the new shores which the 
human soul was approaching.” “ And when 
we seek in the simple narrative of primitive 
Christianity the faithful and living image of 
Christ,” we find a “ type of perfection such as 


ithe world has never before or since seen 


equalled. . . . Can it be supposed 
that such a type as this, so human in its Di- 
vine beauty, was formed from the combi- 


‘nation of the most diverse elements of re- 


ligion and philosophy in an age of universal 
fusion ? Such a mingling of hetero- 
geneous elements could have resulted only in 
a monstrous idol, fur which a pagoda could 


iscarcely have been formed. The Christ of 


the Gospels did not come forth from the cru- 


icibles of Alexandrine philosophy: He lived, 


and lived as He is made known to us by His 
Apostles. He satisfies at once our aspira- 


‘tions after the ideal by His perfect holiness, 


and our deep need of consolation and re- 
demption by His sufferings and sacrifice.”* 

The Saviour of the world,— God and man— 
God with us ! 

“Nor,” says an anonymous writer, “ is 
there of Grecian culture or philosophy any 
question here. They never reached the quiet 
home of the carpenter in Nazareth. . . . 
And when we turn to His own earthly abode, 
the more exact research, the more remarka- 
ble the contrast between the riches of Christ, 
His precious doctrine and character, and the 


isheer bareness, littleness, narrowness, of the 
| Judean culture out of which He came.”. . . 


“ Thus the theories that have chased one an- 
other like clouds across the heavens, allow us 
still to see the pure sky behind them when 
When they have all 
swept by, this at least remains to give us 
courage,—that a mighty [and original] quick- 
ening of spiritual life——more mighty [and 
more original] the more it is examined, is 
forever connected in history with the name of 
JesuseChrist: that attempts to explain it are 





*Pressensé, Op. Cit. pp. 211, 556, 557 
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made and forgotten soon after they are made, 


whilst the light of that far distant spiritual 


fire shines still, and the stir and murmur of 
nations awakening to the new tidings of a 
crucified Lord, reach our ears to-day.”* 
(To be continued.) 
FRIENDS’ REVIEW. 


PHILADELPHIA, SECOND MONTH 6, 1869. 





EccvestasTicaL Fasnions REGULATED BY 
Law.—There are many religious people, fully 
committed to a ritualistic-hierarchical sys- 
tem, who would say to such system: “ thus 
far shalt thou go, and no farther.” Their 
minds are not so constituted that, having ad- 
mitted premises, they must carry them to 
their extremes, and to such minds the Church 
of England does not lead. via Oxford, to 
They are alarmed and disgusted 
with the ultra ritualism that has within our 
day made such rapid strides, and loomed so 
These will find a cause of re- 
joicing in the recent judicial decision in Eng- 


tome. 


pretentiously. 


land of the Privy Council, respecting the 
ritualistic practices. The acolytes, thurifers, 
“ white-shirted singing boys,” prostration be- 
fore the “ Elements,” the habit of lifting up 
the bread and wine after attempted consecra- 
tion, (the elevation of the Host, as Popery 
calls it,) “ candles lighted on the altar in day- 
time, on the old Roman Catholic plea that 
they symbolize Christ as the true light,”— 
all these and other “ Romanizing practices” 
have been declared unlawful in the English 
Establishment. 

We certainly regard these parades as not 
spiritual and not wise. To us they seem al- 
mest farcical, and we cannot respect them. 
And yet, we have no partiality for State in- 
terference in such matters. We would that 
they should be brought to the spiritual test 
which Paul recognized and cherished, and to 
which he referred: (2 Cor. xi. 3.) “I fear 
lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled 
Eve through his subtilty, so your minds 
should be corrupted from the simplicity that 
is in Christ.” “The Christian religion,” 
says an able British writer in reviewing the 
very early Church, “ was distinguished by 
great simplicity and lowliness, by its high- 
toned morality, by its heart-searching, spirit- 


* Quarterly Rey. 
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ual character, and by its freedom from cere- 
monial observances.” 

Could we address those who place an un- 
safe reliance upon ceremonies and forms in 
religion, yet who shudder at the ultraism to 
which they are carried, we would affectionate- 
ly suggest that they re-examine, in the light 
of truth, those valueless encumbrances which 
were left unreformed at the Reformation. And 
to those who have been led out of all reli- 
ance upon things that cannot promote their 
salvation, we would say, with earnestness of 
entreaty and of Christian yearning: “Stand 
fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ 
hath made us free, and be not entangled 
again with the yoke of bondage.” There are 
not a few within our own beloved Society, 
or upon its borders, to whom this admonition 
of the apostle may be as apples of gold in 
baskets of silver. 


Breve Assoc. oF Frrenps in AMERICA — 
This Society, whose 39th annual report is 
given entire, has performed a noble work. 
At the time of its organization, many years 
ago, a great destitution of the Holy Scrip- 
tures was found among our members scattered 
over the far West, in neighborhoods newly 
settled—and, if the truth must be told, the 
supply was very deficient in older settlements. 
The Society was established with the leading 
idea and intent that no Friend should be 
without a cepy of the entire Bible, and that, 
so far as practicable, every Friend’s child 
should be furnished. It was intended that 
this beneficent charity should begin at home, 
and that after every family of Friends, near 
or remote, was duly supplied either by gift or 
purchase, the benefit should be extended to 
others. The reported distribution during the 





| Bible Society. 


| past year of 8285 volumes is not to be regarded 


as comprehending the whole work performed 
lin this direction by our Religious Society in 
| North America. The Parent Society, as it 
was long termed, had for a series of years 
numerous Auxiliaries within the different 
Yearly Meetings. Within a number of 
jer Yearly Meetings Bible Associations 
now exist, whose large operations are in no 
wise included in this report, their whole 
‘supply being purchased of the American 
Their statistics of distribu- 
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tion we are not at present able to state. One| when the house is unoccupied. Two apart” 
deeply interesting fact, which to many of our | ments, if needed, might be usefully appro- 
readers will not be new, is brought distinctly | priated in such a manner, and it cannot be 
to light in this Report—the increased distri-| doubted that much good would result, and 
bution of the Scriptures among and their re-| that those who watered would be watered 
ception by Roman Catholics, Mahomedans| also themselves. 


and Heathen. We notice with especial | - 

satisfaction the declared intention of the! Tus ineeas Spemappee— These aoe 
Bible Association of Friends to take, in future | ee Fyre 3 ren 7 Seay +¥4 
years, a large share in the work of Scripture | the Representatives of saven Yearly Mostings, 
distribution, on the ground that “ it is a good | wit be a =— a. a eee 
work, having for its tendency the promotion | from Philadelphia Meeting for Sufferings im- 


ef the Kingdom of our Blessed Redeemer.” | mediately followed the others, but we cannot 
he tes this pure and Catholic ad We | obtain a report of their reception in time for 
love to see Christians, whilst adhering strictly this issue. . The prompt action of our Friends 
and firmly to their principles, even when these | ¥8 well timed and the Memorial excellent. 

are peculiar, devote a portion of their time It is a certainty that the Indians have not 
and efforts to unsectarian labor in the love of | been honestly dealt with, even when large 
Christ, for His dear sake, and for the pure appropriations for their benefit have been 
love of souls. And blessed is that Church | ™2®¢¢ Their history has been one of aggra- 
whose members shall be found so doing. | vated and innumerable wrongs perpetrated 


Such occupation, in the right spirit, is caleu- | "PO" them by white men. The Independent 





lated to exclude partisan rancor, which is |**)** 
. . . . “ } i 
too often observed in little minds, or in those | An ounce of justice, as an element of our 


‘tee, eiaulnn Neteetneieeel etindsdentiile conduct, would have saved us millions of 

: yale ae ved sphere, Morvie’y | pounds of gold and rivers of blood; and the 
dwell upon, and in imagination magnify, the | sooner we understand this truth and act upon 
failings and deviations of those who seem to| it, the better for us morally, politically and 
be running into errors, some upon the right | financially.” 


hand and others on the left hand. We would| There are men in our National Legislature 
not ignore the danger, to the unfortified mind, who are solicitous for justice to the Red Men, 
of indiscriminate intermingling with those | and we trust that the disinterested labors of 
who are strenuous in erroneous dogmas. But|our Friends will be helpful in pointing to 
the spirit of prayer is a wonderful tonic to|them the course of true expediency, based 
the soul. It is needful everywhere. “Men | upon right, and in accordance with the will of 
ought always to pray and not to faint.” With- | Him who has “ created of one blood all nations 
out it, the narrowest path of sectarian exclu- | of men to dwell on all the face of the earth.” 
siveness is beset with danger, and the evil — , 
tempter will find room to walk beside us. sem. 


Ww ‘ —— JESSUP.—In Richmond, Ind., of heart disease, 
rap your principles about you and go forth.| on the evening of 26th of Twelfth month, 1868, 
“Who is he that shall harm you if ye be | Mary Jessup, wife of Levi en — oa 
. . ” of her age; a beloved member and Eldero ite 

followers of that which is good ? Water Monthly Meeting. Whilst cheerfully en- 
The Association whose report is before us, | £46¢4 in her domestic duties, in the presence of her 

Tee i > .. | family, she fell to the floor and instautly expired. 

and whose aspirations are so Catholic, had its |In her many and varied relations in life, this dear 
origin in the large Meeting house on Fourth | Friend maintained Christian walk, being oe 
. " *4 3° . gent in business, fervent in spirit, serving the 

and Arch streets. That building, which has|[.eq. and we ‘Tejoice in the assurance that her 
so often echoed the gospel sound when/|day’s work was accomplished in the daytime, and 
; . : . 7 |that she has gone to be ‘‘ever with the Lord.” 
thronged with vases audiences, stands in a | During the usual family worship on the morning of 
centre of population which greatly needs such | the 26th, after the reading of the Scriptures and 


i eg : --| solemn prayer, in much tenderness and brokenness 
influences as might be wielded there, if | of spirit she exhorted her family to live so that they 








Friends of religious attainment would gather | might be ready at any time to go and live forever 


them together for Christian instruction, during | pm ns inpteenes? seapen, ona REREENOy = 
those portions of the First-day of the week | repentance and conversion, and closed her exhorta- 
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tion to them in the following words :—‘‘I can truly 
say, dear children, that my greatest concern for a 
considerable time past has been that I might be 
ready to go at any moment.’’ Her sorrowing family 
doubtless recur with comfort to this blessed occasion, 
and her dear children will accept the solemn words 
then spoken, as their mother’s parting legacy. ‘ Be 
ye also ready.”’ 

MOORE.—On the 16th of Twelfth month, 1368, in 
La Grange, Dutchess Co., N. Y., Ruth, widow of 
Stephen Moore, in her 92d year; a member and 
Elder of Oswego Monthly Meeting. From early 
yeuth to her 90th year she diligently attended our 
religious meetings, and when prevented by declining 
health, she felt ita great privation not to assemble 
with her friends for Divine worship. Her pro- 
tracted illness was endured with meek submission, 
patiently waiting her Father’s time to take her to 
Himself. She said that having been tenderly visited 
in early life, the path in which she should walk 
was then clearly shown to her, and she had endeav 
ored to follow it. ‘‘I have prayed that if there be 
apy iniquity in me it might be done away ; and my 
prayer has been answered. I believe there is a place | 
of rest prepared forme. What would I do, at sucha 
time as this, were it not for the full assurance I feeb!” 
Speaking gratefully of all that was done for her 
comfort, and of the wish of the physicians to allevi- 
ate her sufferings, she added, ‘‘I am looking to the | 
great Physician—my trust isin Him.’’ Very near 
the close she exclaimed, ‘‘Oh, the peace—the peace 
—the sweet peace I feel !’? An evidence was granted | 
that He who was her morning light and her me- 
ridiap strength was pleased to extend his mercy in 
the evening of life, and we trust she has realized 
the promise: ‘‘ He that overcometh, the same sball 
be clothed in white raiment, and I will not blot out 
his name from the book of life, but I will confess his 
name before my Father and before His angels.’’ 


@ Leap Hebe sict, 


"kate: frm Beojanin Tatham 
New York, Ist mo. 28th. 

Dear friend,—I herewith enclose the Me-| 
morial of the Conference referred to in this 
week’s issue of the Review, and subjoin a 
brief outline of the proceedings of the Con- 
ference, to serve as a continuation of thy pub- 
lished report. 

Arrangements having been previously | 
made, most of the members of the Conference 
proceeded to Washington on Second-day, the | 
25th, and met the Committees on Indian Af-| 
fairs of both Houses in a joint meeting for| 
that purpose. The deputation was kindly | 
received and patiently heard. The memorial 
was read, and the object of our interview was | 
freely discussed. Gen. Harney, who had re- 
cently arrived from the scene of his peaceful | 
operations with the great Sioux nation, num- 
bering 28,000 individuals, was present, and 
fully confirmed the position taken by the In- 
dian Peace Commissioners, that it is easier, 
better and cheaper to conquer the Indians by 
kindness and justice than by all the forces of 





unscrupulous war. 
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A visit was then made by appointment to 
Gen. Grant. After an introduction by Sen- 
ator Wilson, of Mass., the object of the Con- 
ference was stated. Gen: Grant listened with 
respectful attention, and in reply said that he 
was familiar with the past management of 
Indian Affairs, and sensible of the injustice 
to which the Indians had been subjected. He 
expressed his views sufficiently at length to 
show that he desired, so far as he could, to 
remedy the abuses of our Indian system, and 
harmonize their best interest with that of the 
whole nation. 

The deputation then called upon the Com- 
mittee on Appropriations, and had an inter- 
esting interview with a prominent member of 


|that Committee, who explained some of the 


difficulties which surround the subject. He 
assured Friends of the desire of Congress to 
have the money to which the Indians were 
entitled faithfully applied for their benefit ; 


}and he expressed the confident belief that if 
the Society of Friends, or any other religious 


or benevolent assoviation, in whom Congress 
could feel confidence, would establish missions 
amongst the Indians, and send competent and 
reliable persons to instruct and aid them in 
the arts and duties of civilized life, Congress 
would appropriate in aid all the money neces- 


|sary to that end. 


The Committee on a public address pre- 


‘sented an essay to the concluding meeting of 


the Conference, which was agreed upon and 
referred to the Committee for completion and 
publication. 

Upon a review of the facts, it was the judg- 
ment of the Conference that full information 
should be given tothe members ofall our Yearly 
Meetings, so that any right concern to labor 
in the field which has thus opened may be 
encouraged and carried out; and it was the 


_united belief that the expenses and remunera- 
tion of agents and representatives of our re- 


ligious Society should be borne by the So- 
ciety, and not serve to diminish the Indians’ 
funds, 

The following was the concluding minute: 


“We feel that in assembling together for a 
common purpose we have been favored with 
harmony,and that it has been good for us thusto 
meet. And now, in humility, under a sense 
of our own weakness and inability effectually 
to labor in the vineyard of the Lord, except 
jas called and aided by his Holy Spirit, we 
| separate in mutual love, and with desires that 
each of us shall faithfully attend to every 
duty that may open before and be laid upon 
us.” Thy friend, Bers. TATHAM. 


Excerpta from various Letters. 
Rhode Island, 1st mo. 14th.—I have been 
rejoiced to find in the Review so many excel- 
lent editorials, reviving the grounds of our 
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Christian doctrines and testimonies, and hope| truth in reference to the call and qualifica- 
the Editor will be encouraged to go on in the| tion of ministers of the gospel, yet it is equally 
good work, unti] his pen hits the piano and | clear that the consistent practical application 
other fashionable amusements which are cap- | of these principles remains almost exclusively 
tivating so many and leading them away|with Friends. Hence the great need that 
from the simplicity of our profession. The | with a steady hand we should uphold a per- 
article on Birthright Membership was very op-| fect standard, in its original completeness. 
portune. Thine in the bonds of whatever|I trust it will never cease to be a cardinal 
will keep the Society on the right track. | principle with the Society of Friends, that the 
Montreal, lst mo. 19th.—The perusal of the call and qualification of gospel ministers is 
article, Friends’ Literature and our Junior|the prerogative of the great Head of the 
Members, in the Review of First month 9th, | Church alone, and so intrinsically sacred that 
has given rise to many thoughts, and it cer- | education could not bestow them, nor the 
tainly seems desirable that our young folks boasted wisdom and refinements of man in- 
should thoroughly know the trials and faith | termeddle therewith. é neat 
of our early Friends; but this is not an age| was also much interested in the editorial 
when such works as Barelay’s Apology and |!” No. 17 on * birthright membership, being 
kindred writings can be delighted in by all. | myself able to say, in the language of that 
And I would suggest that our Libraries be humble-minded servant of the Lord, Joseph 
liberally supplied with such books as The John Gurney,—* Thank God that I was a 
Penns and Peningtons and Fells of Swarthmoor, | birthright Quaker! A On perusing that arti- 
wherein our rise and our principies are so| cle, I mentally reviewed the history of our 
thoroughly delineated, and which must in-| Society as far back as my own observation 
terest the youthful mind with the beauty of| extended—at least half a century,—and I 
our gospel ministry, and the reality of a faith | could not resist the conclusion that a very 
in Jesus. Our family has just finished the|!arg? proportion of its brightest ornaments 
perusal of the last named book, and I am/|and ablest advocates were found among those 
glad to bear testimony to the deep and rivet- | who were members by birth. A system so 
ing interest given to the narrative, even by productive of fruit-bearing branches, and of 
the little ones. I feel sure they understand |80 large a yield of good fruit,—cannot, it 
Friends’ principles and practices in a clearer seems to me, be out of harmony with the true 
light than befure, and see the spiritual, yes, | Vine. 
practical life to which we are called. Might} , ’ rf 
not wealthy Friends do a good missionary | Perquimans Co., N. €—I am glad > read 
work, in distributing these works largel} something from Samuel Bownas in t re _— 
among Friends and others? R. W. M. | W m a Leen romps rap ne 
Burrillville, 1st mo. 18th.— cm }in ngiand on a@ religious we . -en- 
sipey hor Fide Motel, water ccapiagh he prceets evel Se 
‘ 7 * sie i tos | was + + 
thas teen a nstratve and welcome visio sry and lldem. lt wan dried amonge 
and I — the Editor and conductors are pe a heey nee oe 
favored to do a good work for the Society so | ~~ ae ee AR Oe 
dear to us, and fc ths dheneibelty of tanta | There is not probably a copy in North Caro 
. B lina, and we have never been able to find a 
Grafton, C. W., 1st month 8th, 1869.—| copy for sale, although inquiry has been made, 
Having been a reader of the Review since) in Philadelphia and elsewhere. But my ob- 
1851, 1 am glad to find that its weekly visits | ject in writing is to call thy attention toa 
are not less interesting and instructive now | letter of Samuel Bownas, which was reprinted 
than formerly. And whilst it is agreeable to|in Friends’ Review, vol. vii. p. 281—just fif- 
see that a spirit of generous liberality per-| teen yearsago. It is lucid, pointed, and con- 
vades its pages, well according with the spirit | tains an honest confession of some of his own 
of the age, it is certainly not less so to notice failings. Elders might draw from it the use- 
that it is a leading and constant object, to| ful lesson of forbearance towards those of us 
maintain, defend, and keep in view the first | poor ministers, whose infirmities are so patent, 
great principles by which we were gathered | If even Samuel Bownas undertook matters 
to be a people, keeping an eye to the ancient too high for him, decked himself with his 
foundation,—to the landmarks and distin-| Lord’s jewels, gave way to the desire of human 
guishing features of our portion of the Chris- | applause, affected eloquence and scholarly ex- 
tian Church. I cheerfully endorse the edi-| pression, was carried away with blind and 
torial in No, 16 on an educated ministry, as | bigoted zeal so as to thresh the assembly by 
being the right thing in the right time and denouncing woes upon them until the woe of 
place. Whilst in the Church at large there| sadness and trouble covered his. own soul, 
is an evident approximation towards the! and yet, after all, was helped in the mercy of 
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God to overcome these things, is there not a 
ray of hope for some of us who are trusting 
in that same Jehovah whose strength is ever- 
lasting ? 

[We have marked for insertion, when space can 
be spared, the letter referred to, addressed by S. B. 
to a young female minister. Bownas oa the Ministry 
is not now to be purchased. The instructive auto- 
biography of this valuable Friend will repay the 


time spent in its perusal. It is contained in the 
third volume of Friends’ Library.] 


-—0e- 
To the Senate and House of Representatives in 
Congress assembled : 


The Memorial of the undersigned, repre- 
sentatives of Seven Yearly Meetings of the| 
Religious Society of Friends in the States of | 
Maine, New Hampshire, Massachusetts, Ver- | 
mont, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New York, 
Michigan, Maryland, Virginia, Ohio, Indiana, | 
Illinois, Iowa and Kansas, 

Respectfully represents :— 

That we have met in the City of Baltimore | 
unitedly to consider our Christian duty in 
reference to the present condition of the In-| 
dians of our country. 

Whilst thus engaged, having before us the | 
Report of the Joint Special Committee of 
Congress upon the “ Condition of the Indian | 
Tribes, printed January 26, 1867,” and that| 
of the “Indian Peace Commission, January | 
14, 1868,” and subsequent reports of the 
civil and military proceedings in reference to | 
the Indians, we have realized the deep re- 
sponsibility which rests upon all members of | 
a community professing to be Christians, in | 
their dealings and intercourse with the feeble | 
remnants of the aboriginal inhabitants of this | 
land. 

In contemplating the disgraceful facts re- | 
vealed in those Reports, and the admission of | 
our own witnesses that our wars with the In- | 
dians, which have been almost constant, have | 
been uniformly caused by injustice on the 
part of our white citizens and of Government | 
officials,* we are reminded of the fact that the 
Treaty of the Indians with William Penn was | 
faithfully kept during the seventy years, in| 
which the Government of Pennsylvania was | 
administered upon the principles of its 
founder; and history tells us that “ whilst | 
the surrounding Colonies were ever and anon 
at war with the Indians, and the scalping 
knife and tomahawk brought death and terror 
to many a hearth, the Pennsylvanians and 
all their possessions remained uninjured.” | 
“The Indians remembered the Treaty with 
the sons of Onas (Penn) and kept it inviolate.” 





*‘*But it is said that our wars with them have 
been almost constant. Have we been uniformly 
unjust? We answer unhesitatingly, yes!’ See 
Peace Commissioners’ Report, signed by Taylor, 
Henderson, Sherman, Harney, Sanborn, Terry, Tap- 
pan and Augur.—January 7, 1868. 





Is there any reason to suppose that the In- 
dians of the present day are less disposed to 
be faithful to their engagements than were 
their ancestors? The testimony of Colonel 
Bent, confirmed by other witnesses, before the 
Joint Committee above referred to, states, 
after thirty-six years’ experience in the vi- 
cinity of the Indians against whom the United 
States Army is now engaged in hostile opera- 
tions, that nearly every instance of difficul- 
ties between the Indians and the whites during 
his residence there, was from aggressions on 
the Indians by the whites. And after giving 
an interesting detail of the causes which have, 
directly or indirectly, led to the present de- 
plorable state of affairs, this experienced wit- 
ness closed his testimony with these remark- 
able words: “If the matter were left to me, 
I would guaranty with my life that in three 
months I could have all the Indians along 
the Arkansas at peace, without the expense 
of war.” 

But we do not desire to dwell upon the 
sickening history of the past, except to guard 
against its repetition in the future. Whilst 
the white men, whose brutal murders have 
brought upon many innocent settlers the ven- 
geance of an outraged savage foe, still go 
unpunished, and with blood upon their hands 
demand the extermination of the Indians, 
many of the tribes, both innocent and guilty 
of retaliation, have been destroyed by the 
sword, and their survivors have been reduced 
to subjection, and have submitted themselves 
to the sense of justice in the white man’s 
breast. 

Whilst we have no sympathy with wrong 


‘or outrage of any kind, we cannot but express 


the hope that the further shedding of blood 
shall cease, and that the leniency which be- 
comes a powerful nation may be extended to 
the children of the forest who have been 
struggling for their right to live upon the soil 
of their ancestors. 

‘* Mercy to him that shows it, is the rule 

And righteous limitation of its act, 

By which heaven moves in pardoning guilty man ; 
And he that shows none, being ripe in years, 

And conscious of the outrage he commits, 

Shall seek it, and not find it, in his turn.’’ 


We have watched with deep interest and 
highly appreciate the evident desire of Con- 
gress to remedy the gress evils and abuses of 
our Indian system. We have no doubt that 
the proposal to place the Indian A fairs in the 
control of the War Department, has been 
dictated by motives of humanity, both to the 
interest of the Indians, and the honor of the 
nation. Whilst, however, we sympathize with 
our fellow-citizens in their desire to remedy 
these evils, we feel anxious that no retrograde 
course shall be adopted in these respects. 
The reasons which induced Congress in former 
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years to remove these affairs from the War) 
Department, still exist, if possible, in greater} 
degree. The loathsome disease which has 
destroyed thousands, and which now enfeebles | 
and degrades most of the tribes, must be | 
traced to licentious intercourse between the 
soldiers and the Indians. The demoralization 
to all parties from this cause is beyond esti- 
mate; and we respectfully submit that every | 
consideration of principle and honor demands, 
that the untutored Indian, who now looks to | 
us for the arts of civilized life, upon which he 
must hereafter mainly depend, should be kept 
as far as possible from contact with disso- 
lute and licentious men. | 

When we reflect upon the boundless evils | 
of such contact, and the outrages to which | 
they have been subjected, we can appreciate 
the remark of the indignant Chief who said 
to your Commissioners, “The white people 
treat us worse than the wolves do.” 

As professing Christians, we have the 
utmost reliance upon the power of God upon 
the human heart; and we are confident that 
the faithful exercise of the principles and 


commands of our Lord Jesus Christ will be | 


found sufficient to solve the Indian question, 
without military aid. If we have heretofore 
failed to convert these heathen to the adoption 
of those principles, it is not because they are 
deficient in strength for their object, but 


beeause of the corruption and unfaithfulness | 


of men whose examples have dishonored the 
Christian name. “ Whatever our people may 
choose to say of the insincerity or duplicity 
of the Indian, would fail to express the esti- 
mate entertained by many Indians of the 
white man’s character in this respect.”* 

The evils which arise from the exercise of 
arbitrary power by subordinate military men, 
are more than enough to counteract the good 
which might be expected from the influence 
of officers of high character for principle and 
honor; and we are forced to conclude that 
the experience of military influence as a 


whole in the past, is no warrant to expect a}! 


more favorable result in the future. 

We therefore have read with much satis- 
faction the Bill before the Senate, introduced 
by the Senator from Kansas, “to create a 
Department of Indian Affairs, and to provide 
for the consolidation, civilization and govern- 
ment of the Indian tribes.’ ” We believe that 
in its general features it is well adapted to 
secure the important reforms so loudly called 
for. Let the effort be made in good faith to 
promote their education, —their industry— 
their morality. Invite the assistance of ‘the 
philanthropic and Christian effort, which has 
been so valuable an aid in the elevation of 
the F anny and render it possibte mor jer 





* * Report of Indian Peace Commissioners, page 4. 





tice and good example to restore that confi- 
dence which has been lost by injustice and 
cruelty. 

We are informed that the policy of our 
neighbors on our Northern frontier has re- 
sulted in peace with the Indians for’a hun- 
dred years. It is our belief that the sooner 
the tribal relation is broken up, and the In- 
dian population permanently attached to the 


| land, and brought under the same laws, pri- 


vileges and responsibilities with the rest of 
the community, the better it will be for the 
whole country. The three hundred thousand 
Indians will then become a valuable aid in 


the development of the national wealth; and 


the tax paying inhabitants of the land will 
be spared from contributing the untold mil- 
lions now worse than wasted in Indian wars. 
So long as these lands continue to be held in 
common, they will present irresistible tempta- 
tion to avaricious men; and schemes for ob- 
taining possession of them, such as that which 


'was last year denounced by the House Com- 


mittee as a shameful outrage, will continue to 
be devised. We cannot refrain from express- 
ing the hope that the bill, above referred to, 
may contain a provision which will hereafter 
effectually prevent all men from attempting 
thus to enrich themselves at the expense of 
the national honor. 

The last occasion upon which the Repre- 
sentatives of our Religious Society appeared 
unitedly before you, was during the darkest 
days of our country’s history. Congress then 
listened with patient interest to our appeals in 
behalf of the rights of conscience, and granted 
relief. We now rejoice that the subject of 
our appeal is on behalf of humanity, in the 
interests of peace, and for the prac tic ‘al main- 
tenance of the principles of Christianity. 
We desire that in legislating upon the rights 
and interests of the aboriginal inhabitants of 
our highly favored land, you may remember 
that “ “righteousness exaiteth a nation, but 
sin is a reproach to any people.” May 
you be enabled, as representatives of a Chris- 
tian nation, to legislate respecting the Indians 
in the fear of the Almighty, and be guided 
by His wisdom. On the one side is weakness, 
and on the other is power,—therefore justice 
and mercy, kindness and liberality, commen- 
surate with its greatness, concern alike the 
honor and the interests of the nation. 

We desire to strengthen the hands of those 
who fearlessly advocate the right; and to 
remind ali that the eye of Omniscience rests 
upon us. 

It is our prayer that the result of your 
action may redound to your own peace, and 
to the interests and happiness of all the in- 
habitants of the land. 

Signed on behalf of the Representatives of 
the Meetings aforesaid, 
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John Butler, Encch Hoag, William Woot, 

William B. Collins, Augustus ‘Taber, Ber Jamin Tatham, 

Wiltiam C. Taber, George Howland, Jr. Gilbert Congdvn, 

Richard M. Janney, Francie T. King, James CU. Thomas, 
James Carey. 


Baltimore, let mo. 21st, 1869. 

naalitied 
‘For Friends’ Keriew, 
“ PRAY WITHOUT CEASING.” 

The follotving lines were composed after reading 
the account in Friends’ Review of the ‘‘ Disaster at 
Arica,” as given by F. L. Dubois, Ass’t Surgeon of | 
the U. 8. N., the thrilling events of which must 
affect every feeling mind. 


How very fair the scene—the heavens how bright! 
How have the stars of late illumed the night! 
But why the oppressive atmospheric glow 

Which fills all space,—above,—yea, and below ? 


Low, rumbling sounds are heard along the shore, 
The sea birds’ cries blend with the ocean’s roar; 
A sulphurons odor fills the tainted air, 

A gloom portentous nature seems to wear. 


The shuddering earth a trembling motion shows, 

And crevices now open—and now close ; 

Homes are deserted, outcries wild are heard ; 

Those fearful omens evety heart have stirred. 

Some, crushed by falling timbers, meet their doom | 

While rushing through the darkness, dust and 
gloom, 

Or in the opesing earth beneath their feet, 

Death and a grave in close connection meet. 

For where to flee for safety, who could tell,— 

Who picture all the horrors which befell 

Thy people, O Arica! Who could stay 

In thy dread precincts till the dawn of day? 

Of all thy children there was only one, 

Within an ‘‘ upper story’’—all alone— 

Who dared remain. Who—what could e’er impart 

Such strength, such courage, to that lone one’s | 
heart? 





Bowed on his knees, others have urged in vain, 

Speedy escape to hills beyond the plain ; 

Uumoved, unheeding each remonstrance,—he 

Kneels all the night. What can his refuge be? 

Ah! none can tell how fervently his cry 

O’er the wild conflict rose to heaven on high ; 

How firm his trust in that Almighty power 

Which can preserve in life’s most dreary hour! 

The ‘‘ upper story” fell not. All around 

Fragments of buildings strewed the quaking ground: 

O’er the doomed city flowed each tidal wave, 

And then receded,—yet his life was saved. 

His life was saved. My soul, a record keep, 

As with a diamond’s point engraven deep ; 

Who gives the *‘ upper story”’ of the heart 

To his Creator, and withholds no part,— 

Is safe, let come what may,—or life, or death— 

The yielding of this transitory breath 

Will be the signal of such joy begun, 

As will endure while endless ages run. 
Waynesville, 1869. R. H. A. 


—— 

So long as a man considers that to be poi- 
sonous which the physician offers him, he 
will, of course, refuse to take it, and the first 
thing is, to convince him of the erroneousness 
of his opinion. But, after all, he must yet 
take it, in order to experience its restorative | 
effects. It is a case, therefore, that must be 
perfectly clear, that we must apply the Gos- 
. to our personal use, in order to enjoy its 
ife-giving power.—Evang. Quar. 
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——x 
TO WHAT KINGDOM? 

King Frederick of Prussia was once travel- 
ling in his dominions, and passed through a 
pretty village, where he was to remain an 
hour or two. 

The villagers were delighted to see their 
king, and had done their utinost in preparing 
to receive him. The school children strewed 
flowers before him, and one little girl hada 


| pretty verse of “welcome” to say to him. 
He listened most kindly, and told her she had 


performed her task well, which pleased her 
very much. He then turned to the school- 
master, and said he wonld like to ask the 
classes a few questions, and examine them in 
what they knew. Now there happened to be 
a large dish of oranges on the table close by. 
The king took up one of them, saying, “To 
what kingdom does this belong, children ?” 
“To the vegetable kingdom,” replied one of 
the little girls. “ And to what kingdom this ?” 
continued he, as he took from his pocket a gold 
coin. “ Tothe mineral kingdom,” she answered, 
“And to what kingdom do I belong, then, 
my child?” inquired he, expecting, of course, 
that she would answer in right order, “To 
But she paused and 
colored very deeply, not knowing what to say. 
She feared that it would not sound re spectful 
to answer to a king that he belonged to the 
animal kingdom, and she puzzled her little 
brain for a reply. 

Remembering the words in Genesis, where 


\it says that God “created man in His own 


image; in the image of God created He him,” 
she quickly looked up and said, “To God's 
kingdom, sir.” 

The king stooped down and placed his hand 
upon her head. A tear stood in his eye. He 
was moved by her simple words. Solemnly 
and devoutly did he answer, “God grant that 


| I may be counted worthy of that kingdom !” 
\—The Children’s Friend. 


—_——- ———— 
NATHAN AND SOLOMON, 

When Solomon was a boy he read in the 
book of Moses the history of the creation of 
man. Then he went to Nathan his tutor, and 
asked: “ How can the body of a man be 
formed out of dust?” 

Nathan answered: “ How may a tree grow 
out of the earth with leaves, flowers, and 
fruit? And knowest thou not, that thy body 
will return to the dust, from ‘whence it was 
taken? How cometh this to pass ?” 

“ But why,” asked the young prince, “ doth 
the sacred history so fully relate the creation 
of man?” 

“ That® man may not be puffed up,” an- 
swered Nathan, “nor be proud of outward 
things; from earth he is created, from her 
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The 


and the crown also that adorneth the king’s | Governor of Burgos, while carrying out the orders 


head is of dust. 


The law of earth is eternal of the government by taking an inventory of the 


° ‘ : P , | articles in the cathedral of that city, on the 25th 
circulation ; therefore it taketh back man’s 7 ys ; 


body and the king’s crown. © Jedidia, for- 


ult., was assassinated. Great excitement was the 
result. Violent demonstrations were made by the 


get not that thou are dust, and learn) people of Madrid against the Papal Nuncio, and the 


humility.” 


| government withdrew its official recognition of his 


“ But.” asked Solomon, “ He breathed also diplomatic powers. The Dean and Chapter of the 


the breath of life into man’s nostrils ?” 

“Behold,” continued the prophet, “the 
breath of God which streameth through his 
bosom telleth him, every instant, that he 
must have continual bounty from above, for 
thereon hang his being and his life. Ah, for- 
get not, Jedidia, in whom thou livest and hast | 
thy being, and preserve a humble, childlike | 
mind !” 

Then Solomon asked again: “ What ad- 
vantage hath man over the beasts of the 
field ?” 

“ This,” replied the man of God; “ that it 
is given him to know on whose earth and in! 
whose breath he walketh. But, behold, to! 
man was given a countenance to look down | 
on the perishable dust, which is subject to | 
him, and to look upward to the dwelling-| 
place of eternal right. Thus he standeth 
with raised head in humility and in childlike 
faith, knowing himself to be the son and the 
image of the Most High. O Jedidia, may the | 
crown not bow thee to the dust, but be as a| 
wreath of light about thy head !”’—Krumma- | 
cher’s Parables. 


— — | 
A BEAUTIFUL THOUGHT. 

A little Swedish girl, while walking with | 
her father on a starry night, absorbed in con- | 
templation of the skies, being asked of what | 
she was thinking, replied, “1 was thinking | 
if the wrong side of heaven is so glorious, | 
what must the right side be!’—The Band of | 
Hope Review. 

ital 


SUMMARY OF NEWS. 
Foreroy Iytetiieence.— Advices from Europe are | 
to the Ist instant. 

Tas Eastern Question.—Dispatches from Athens | 
on the 30th ult. announced the arrival there of 
Count Walewski, bearing the protocol of the Paris | 
Conference. The Greek government appeared, for 
atime, to be hesitating as to its answer, but the} 
Russian government, through its Minister at Athens, | 


| 


cathedral, and the Archbishop of Burgos, were 


arrested. The Papal Nuncio, it was said, was about 
to withdraw from the country, and all the foreign 
Ministers in Madrid, except the Russian, had pro- 
tested against the popular insults offered him. The 
provisional government, to prevent a repetition of 
such outrages asthat at Burgos, had issued a decree 
establishing equality of religious sects before the 
law. 

A deputation, composed of citizens in favor of a 
republic and freedom of worship, waited on the 


| Ministers on the 31st ult., and requested them to 


issue a decree declaring the absolute separation of 


| Church and State. A crowd gathered in front of 


the ministeiial palace, and clamored for religious 
liberty. The Ministers replied that they would 
refer the whole subject to the Cortes. The govern- 
ment has prohibited large popular demonstrations, 
and the utterance of political cries on the streets, as 
likely to cause disturbances. 

On the 28th, the government issued an address 
to the nation, intended to restore calmness to the 


| public mind. They declined to take active steps 


against reaction, but declared that they were close- 
ly watching it, and would combat it, if necessary. 
All religious questions they would leave to be final - 
ly decided by the Constituent Cortes, 

The abolitionists have presented a petition to the 
government, asking for a decree to set free all chil- 
dren born in slavery since the 9th month last. The 
petition was referred to the Cortes. 

A proclamation has been published granting a 
general amnesty to the insurgents of Porto Rico. 

The American Minister, J. P. Hale, has obtained 
from the government permission to introduce Bibles, 
tracts and school- books from America, and hopes to 
gain a similar favor for other countries. An old 
law forbade the importation of books published out 
of the country. 


France. —In the Legislative Body, the Opposition 
speakers demand the restoration of diplomatic 
relations with the Mexican Republic, on the ground 
that French interests suffer by their interruption. 

The steamship Periere, which sailed from Havre 
for New York on the 15th ult., returned to that 
port on the 26th, having encountered a violent 
storm, during which heavy seas broke over the 


| ship, carrying away the forward deck cabin and 


dining saluon for second-class passengers, and par- 
tially disabling the engine. Three of the crew and 


aoe as: ‘ » kill i 
urged that of Greece to accede to the proposition, | three of the passengers were killed during the 


anda dispatch from Athens, date the 3lst ult., 


storm, and several others were injured, most of 


announced that a majority of the Cabinet had de- | them slightly. 


cided to do so. On the final vote, four Ministers,| “&RMany.—The journalists of Berlin have held a 


including Balgaris, the Premier, voted against the | Meeting and adopted an address to Gen. Grant, 
proposition. The Porte had previously, in acireular, President elect of the United 5S! oot asking him to 
denied the report, which had been extensively cir- | Propose to Congress the estabishment of an inter- 
culated, that Turkey was heavily arming, and it| @ational copyright between this country and Ger- 
was declared that the Sultan confidently expected | Many. f ; 
peace as the result of the Paris Conference. | Acstria.—The Reichsrath has adopted a bill al- 

IngELAND.—A meeting of influential citizens was | owing trial by jury im all cases of violation of the 
held in Dublin on the 26th ult., at which resola- | !aws for the regulation of the press. 


tions were adopted urging the goverument to pardon 


Pressta.—The House of Deputies has passed a 
the Fenian convicts. 


bill confiscating the property of the King of Han- 
Sraix.—The government has laid claim to all| over. A proposition to indict the King for high 
libraries, archives, and works of art, possessed by ' treason was rejected. 
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New Zeatanp.—Late advices reported a fearful 
massacre of white settlers by the natives at Poverty 
Bay in that Island. 
ceived announced that a battle had taken place in 
the same region, between the British troops and the 
natives, in which the latter were defeated with 
great loss. Tranquillity was said to be restored in 
that district. 

Sovra America.—Accounts from Paraguay re- 
ceived in London via Rio Janeiro, say that after the 


capture of Villeta by the Allies, the Paraguayans | 


retreated to Angostura, but that place was also 
taken soon after by the allied forces, and Lopez, 
with the remainder of his army, retired into the in- 
terior. The new United States Minister still remained 
with Lopez. 


arrested when attempting to leave Asuncion in com- 
pany with the late Minister, is published in the 


N. Y. Tribune, announcing that they had been sur- | 


rendered by Lopez to the commander of the U. 8. 


squadron, on condition that they should be brought | 


to the United States, to be tried for alleged partici- 
pation in a conspiracy against Lopez. 

CentRaAL America.—Frequent earthquakes oc- 
curred inGuatemala during the 12th month. On 
the 25th of that month an industrial exhibiton was 


opened at the capital of Guatemala, which included | 


manufactures of the country, agricultural products, 
machinery, paintings and many other articles, in- 
dicating the rapid progress of the country. It is 
said to have been highly creditable. 


Cusa.—Serious disturbances have recently oc- 


curred in Havana, resulting in conflicts between the | 


volunteer troops and portions of the people, in 
which some persons were killed. They appear to 
have originated in the hostility between the Cubana 
and Spanish factions. 


It is difficult to obtain any 
certainty as tothe condition of the insurrection. 
The government accounts represent that many of 
the insurgents have surrendered, to receive the 
benefit of General Dulce’s proclamation, but that 


near Santiago they continue active. It is evident 
that they are still in strong force near Nuevitas, 


Domestic.—A correspondent of the N. Y. World 
states that the Inebriate Asylum at Binghamton, 
N. Y., has received, since 5th mo. 1867, 310 patients, 
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A letter from one of the two Ameri- | 
cans connected with the U. 8S. Legation who were | 
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at the South met at Baltimore on the 22d ult., and 
received the reports for last year of the Treasurer 
and General Agent. The financial condition of the 
trust is excellent. The $1,000,000 U. 8. coupon 
bonds originally given have been exchanged for 
| registered bonds, and the rise in public securities 
has increased their value fully $25,000. The total 
outlay has not consumed all the interest, and the 
principal is untouched, though the terms of the 
gift allowed 40 per cent. of the principal to be used 
if needed. The operations of the General Agent, 
Dr. Sears, have been mainly confined to Tennessee 
and Arkansas. In the latter, schools have been es- 
| tablished at Little Rock, Camden, Napoleon, Fort 
Smith and a few other places. He found the peo- 
ple ready to assist in the work. The schools es- 
tablished have generally been aided by a gift of one- 
third or two-thirds of the amount necessary to com- 
mence, the citizens furnishing the remainder. 
Many of the schools will probably be self-sustaining 
after this year. A majority of the schools yet es- 
tablished have been for whites, as the Freedmen’s 
Bureau and Northern donations had provided for 
the blacks, and it was desired first to aid those 
needing it most. Most of the schools are normal, 
| three being for the education of colored teachers. 


Concress.—The Senate passed a bill to provide 
for the reduction of the military forces; the Invalid 
Pension. the Naval, and the Military Academy Ap- 
propriation bills ; a Joint resolution fora Commission 
to inquire whether any legislation is necessary in 
regar¢t to taking the census for 1870; and one pro- 
viding for the appointment, at the next session, of 
a joint committee of the two Houses, to examine 
and report upon the expediency of reorganizing the 
civil service in the several departments of the 
| government. The bill relating to the Central branck 
of the Union Pacific Railroad, authorizing its exten- 
sion and granting additional subsidies, was rejected. 
| The proposed Constitutional amendment was d- bated 
without action. The Committee on Indian Affairs 
recommended the indefinite postponement of the 
bill transferring the Indian Bureau to the War De- 
partment. Bills were introduced to enable the peo- 
ple of Montana to form a State government; to pre- 
vent the collection of taxes levied by States on the 
transit of railway passengers ; to enable the Choctaw 
|}and Chickasaw Indians to become citizens; and 





230 of whom entered during last year. Of these | others. 

220 have been discharged, of whom 113 were con-| The House passed, by a vote of 150 to 42, a joint 
sidered thoroughly reformed after one trial of the | resolution proposing the following amendment to 
beneficent influences of the asylum; 11 returned | the Constitution: ‘The right of any citizen of the 
after one relapse, and 4 after a second. With | United States to vote shall not be denied or abridged 
no hope of retrieval, 25 were expelled; 4 died and | by the United States or any State by reason of race, 
3 were transferred to insane hospitals. The average | color, or previous condition of slavery of any citizen 


time that patients have remained is 123 days, Of | or class of citizens of the United States ;’’ and also 


the whole number received, 146 were married, 164 
unmarried. Some entered voluntarily, seeking 
relief, others were brought by their friends, 


| adopted a resolution, setting forth the circum- 
| stances relating to the action of the Georgia Legis- 
| lature respecting colored members and those dis- 


A petition has been presented tothe U. S. Sn- | qualified by the 14th amendment, the provisions of 
preme Court, by the Attorney General of Virginia | the Reconstruction act, and the fact that Senators 
and an associate counsel, stating the cases of certain | from that State have not yet been admitted, and 
persons convicted and sentenced for crimes, under | directing the Reconstruction Committee to inguire 
the laws of Virginia, who have been released by | what further action should be taken by the present 
Judge Underwood of the U. 8. District Conrt, on | Congress respecting the representation of Georgia. 
the ground that certain of the Judges who tried | A joint resolution, offered by Orth of Indiana, that 
them were disqualified by the 14th amendment, and | the Dominican Republic, (in the island of Hayti,) 
therefore were not competent judicial officers; and | shall, on application of its government and people, 
asking that a writ of prohibition shonld be issued | be admitted as a Territory of the United States, with 
to Judge Underwood, prohibiting him from further | a view to ultimate admission as a State, on con- 
action in the cases mentioned. The Supreme Court | dition of establishing, with the co-operation of the 
granted a writ to show cause, &., returnable on | people and government, a republican form of Terri- 
the 5th inst., and set that day for argument on the | torial government, to bs submitted to Congress for 


motion. approval, was laid on the table by a vote of 110 to 
The Trustees of the Peabody fun! for education | 63. 





